
215  M A G A Z I N E  J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 3

CS
R

America, Somalia’s Dependable Ally
D

ip
lo

m
ac

y

BY ABDI MOHAMED  5 magazine

Over the course of many years, the 
United States has offered Somalia 
support in a number of different 
kinds. Examples of this kind of 

support include aid, funds for economic 
growth and other similar endeavors. The 
United States of America has offered 
financial assistance to Somalia in order to 
aid in the nation’s efforts to reconstruct its 
infrastructure, foster economic growth, and 
support agriculture and education.

It has also supported Somalia with both 
military and security assistance in an effort 
to help the nation become more stable 
and to combat terrorism. This involves 
supporting the Somali National Army with 
information and logistical assistance, as well 
as training and equipment to better fight 
against terrorist organizations. 

Assistance in the form of humanitarian 
aid The United States has offered assistance 
in the form of humanitarian aid to Somalia 
in order to assist in meeting the needs of 
individuals who have been impacted by war, 
drought, and other natural disasters. This 
includes help with food, housing, medical 
care, and any other sort of support that may 
be necessary. 

Support on the political and diplomatic 

fronts The United States has offered both 
support on the political and diplomatic fronts 
to Somalia. This assistance has included 
assisting to promote peace discussions and 
negotiations between various groups inside 
the nation. 

In general, the objective of the United 
States’ aid to Somalia is to contribute to 
the maintenance and advancement of the 
nation, as well as to assist in meeting the 
humanitarian requirements of its people. 

Since the fall of the Somali government in 
1991, the United States has offered a variety 
of types of aid to the nation in an attempt 
to assist in the reconstruction of the state’s 
institutions and the improvement of the 
country’s capacity for governance. 

The primary focuses of this aid have been 
the enhancement of national security, the 
promotion of economic growth, and the 
fortification of the rule of law. The arena of 
security has been one of the primary focuses 
of the United States’ support to Somalia. 

As a direct result of the fall of the 
government, the nation sank into a state of 
anarchy and was beset by armed conflict 
in addition to widespread acts of violence. 
In response, the United States has offered a 
wide spectrum of support to Somalia in the 
form of aid to help the country strengthen 
its security forces and increase its ability to 

battle violent extremist organizations like 
Al-Shabaab. 

Additionally, the United States has offered 
Somalia aid in order to help the country’s 
attempts to advance economic growth and 
decrease levels of poverty. This has included 
assistance for programs that attempt to 
stimulate development in the private 
sector and expand access to education and 
healthcare, as well as money for projects 
that aim to improve infrastructure, such as 
the building of roads and bridges. 

The United States of America has also 
offered aid to Somalia in the form of support 
to help the country build up its capability to 
combat corruption and to promote openness 
and accountability within the government. 

In general, throughout the course of the 
last several years, the United States has 
contributed a significant amount of aid to 
Somalia in an attempt to assist the nation in 
the process of rebuilding its state institutions 
and improving its capacity for governance. 
Although there has been considerable 
improvement in some sectors, there is still a 
significant amount of work to be done before 
the nation can be totally stabilized and 
rebuilt. Despite this, the United States is still 
dedicated to assisting Somalia in its pursuit 
of sustainable peace and development in the 
region. 
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